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Supply Minister, Mr.

restricted areas, provided the

THE miners are angry
on the grounds that the
permit  requirements
‘‘are so stupid it al-
most makes you laugh.””

Application  forms
for entry into the 400.
Square-mile  prohibijt-
ed area have been re-
leased by Common-
wealth police and the

; Department of Supply.

Between 1947 and

| now, these forms have
| never been needed.

There are so many
anomalies in the per-
mit requirements that
if there were Jack-ass-
es on Mt. Penryn, they
would . be cackling
their heads off.

And the miners at
neighbouring - Anda-

There’s a strong feeling amon
hat the administrators of the
rocket” under them.

The restrictions placed on miners in the “prohibited”
oober Pedy smell of typical red-tape and hogwash.

R. V.

move 10 miles in
another direction,

But to do this he will
have to have a licensed
transceiver station
(involving a $2 fee),
and it will have to be a
Traecger TM3 with a
frequency of 5475 and
7465.

Do you mind!
Evacuate
h

According to regula-
tions, only one man has
to be equipped with a
transceiver if a group
is working in the same
area. But if one decid-
€s to head for better
ground — which often
happens — he has to
buy one of those con-
founded radios.

And where the devil
is he going to find one

Woomera

stuck out there?
However, the $44
question for the
Supply Department
is: If you clear the
miners out in an emer-
gency, how do you

g Coober Pedy miners

range need a

area south of

Garland, has graciously condescended to allow miners to work in
y adhere to a ridiculous permit scheme.

pect the need for se- -
curity. But they ob-
ject to the Common-
wealth-security  hum-
bug.

Parliamentary Mem-
bers have said that the

clear the highway of proclaimed area is not

private vehicles ~and
tourist coaches? And
do you evacuate the
Coober Pedy town-
ship? ;

The miners claim
that in the event of a
rocket launching — or
possible fall-out
they could be cleared
quickly from the area
with the help of the
Mines Department in
Coober Pedy.

They dop’t want to
know why they would
be asked to leave for
a few days; they re-

o e e e e e e e e s e e A2y D@ mMay want to

| : mooka are no better off,
| l For instancra:
\ . e Each miner must
. €arry a transceiver;
® He can travel only
| on roads authorised by
| ' | the Commonwealth;
| | ©He can mine only in
| .a certain area, other-
| wise he has_ to fill in a
\ ® Isn’t she just gorgeous? Nicola 'SECOND!Ofm€
| Van Brugge has been judged the ®He is greatly :
| Baby of the Week. because she typi- | .”"St";:ed '"d praspeﬁ:- j
| fies a bonny-bouncing-babe. Nicola wiﬁhzsﬂe e I
| s the five-month-old daughter of | The' ™ Heohvee
European chef specialising \ Tom and Lyn Van Brugge, who have Icaused to the miner is
in Continental dishes -— a business in Coober Pedy. ENOrmous.
Bill and Inga provide the ' . One day he might =
finest cuisine in Coober i i >
Pedy at the DESERT : Among other ITJ'SQS; Tom is an opal mining in  Mt. Pen-
CAVE, fully licensed HiE ryn, but the following
restaurant. |

® Hope this Mt. Penryn miner has his transc

“criminal’’ offence.

e P e e Sl b T

there to keep miners
in, but to keep others
out.

Tourists
_

Now isn’t that a
really good deal for the
miner!  Particularly
when he has to have a
transceiver if he s
working two miles off
the Stuart Highway,
while thousands of
tourists pass him by
the same road.

In a recent
week period,

three-
nearly

@ Cont. Page 14

eiver, otherwise a nasty

little man from the Commonwealth might drop in and charge him with a
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'THE national editor . . . Noel Harley . . .

an old hand in journalism, although
for years he milked cows for his dairy-
farmer father in Gippsland, Vic.

Worked on newspapers overseas and with
such papers in Melbourne as The Sun (chief
crime reporter), The Herald, and a television
interviewer with the ABC-Channel Two.

A features writer and sub-editor with Truth
for five years, and a reporter with the Sydney
Daily Mirror.

Only a little bloke, but has been a success-
ful Aussie Rules football coach.

Has ‘a lovely wife and three “swinging’’
teenagers — twin boys, 17, and a daughter,
14.

Is absorbed in the Opal Miners’ Weekly, and
regards it as the most important publication
within the company which employ$ him —
Gold StarPublications Pty. Ltd.

Loves a beer and hopes to have one with
you in the near future,

QPALE
VTN RS
: Weekly

PUBLISHED WEEKLY

Published by Noel Harley for Gold Star Pty. Ltd., 6
Montrose Street, Hawthorn, Vic., and printed by Victor
Castle, 3 Clifton Rd., Hawthorn, for and on behalf of
Mulweb Litho Pty. Ltd., Geddes St., Mulgrave, Vic.

National editor: Noel Harley,

Coober Pedy representative: Kevin Allchurch.

Canberra representative: John Somerville Smith.

Lightning Ridge: Robina Boardman.
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THE
Weekly,

opal industry.
It
People.

It is, we say
mouthpiece.
" As anybody who

And it will stick like
hell behind the opal
miner.

It will fight for his
cause, and bring griev-
ances and injustices
to the forefront of pub-
lic attention.

It will be waved in
front of authorities
who, 'in the past, have
often conveniently ig-
nored the voice of the
opal miner,

Coverage

The paper will be
|blunt, when necess-
| ary, but it will always
| be designed to push
for the miners’ rights. It
will be sold on a nat-
\ ional basis, and will be
bandied about Federal
.and State Government
departments.

In addition, there
will be a regular cover-
age of general mining
l_news, supplied by top
| authorities in the field.
This will include a cut-
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Miners’

is FOR the Opalf

modestly, their &

has ever dug up an
opal knows, it is the first paper of its kind. &

vise where not ‘to in-
vest.

In the past, the .only
news to come from the
opal mining fields has
been derogatory;
scandal that has pain-
ted a picture of the

miner being a de-]
generate thug and
scoundrel.

We aim to change
that. ’

We aim to show the
misguided public
that the opal miner is as
good a bloke as in any
walk of life; that he is
interested only in
making an honest dol-
lar for his wife and kids.

It would be folly to
claim there were no
undesirables in the
opal industry. But who
can classify a sphere
where this does not
exist?

Several people have
put a lot of time and
planning “into this

and«dried guide for in- publication.

lvestmcnts and will ad-

Hope you like it!

WATCHDOG FOR TH
OPAL MINER

Opal
understandably, §
is all about people in the

-THE LEADER of the South Australian Opposition, Dr. Bruce

Eastick, has joined his Parliamentary colleagues who re-
present the opal mining centres of Coober Pedy and Anda-

mooka in

Weekly.

““This new publica-
tion will provide valu-

able information for
people in the remote
opal digging areas,”

he said.
Lrovide

“In the past there
has been a difficulty in
communicating to all
people conc¢erned the
results of approaches
to Members of Parlia-
ment by groups  or
individuals  seeking
assistance on behalf
of their communities.

“Opal Miners'
Weekly will not only
be able to provide this
information  quickly
and efficiently to
people in our own opal
fields, but it* will also
supply an interchange
of news and informa-
tion ‘rom mining areas
throughout Aus-

tralia,” said Dr. Eastick,

Speaking on behalf
of the Legislative
Council members for
Northern, Mr. Arthur
Whyte said he was de-
lighted with the decis-

ion to produce a news- f

paper specifically for
people in the remote
outback opal goug-
ings.

Schooling

"l have watched the
field of Coober Pedy
grow from a few goug-
ers to the present
boom, and am pleased
to have assisted with
such matters as school-
ing, the sealed main
street and a better land
tenure,” he said.

“I know they will
welcome this publish-
ing venture as it will
enable them to remain
informed about all

in Coober
Kevin All-
church. Nobody has
worked harder to
get the Opal Miners’
Weekly off the ground
than Kevin.

A former Mel-
bourne  businessman,
Kevin went to Coober
for the purpose of
starting the paper. He
put everything into
the task, not only be-
cause he saw a future
for the publication,
but because he quick-
ly realised the people
of the district wete in
a wilderness without
a voice.

I OUR man
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HOW HE’SWO

They had genuine
causes, but there was
no avenue for them to
express their feelings
or emotions,

Apart from that, the
people of Coober Pedy
seon “‘grew’’ on Kevin,
and it would be a brave
man who would make a
derogatory remark
about them in his pres-
ence.

He is your champion
and our editorial and
advertising manager.
The management

tance.
He's on your side!

Our boy Kevin has been quick to make friends
appeals to everybody in his new domicile, such as Gwen McArdle, who
to give him every assis- does the office work at Bull’s caravan park. Read
Kevin’s sincere comments about Coober Pedy in
a special article on Page 12.

RKED!

i

praising the establishment of the Opal Miners’

associated
with their industry.

matters

“It will make a
wonderful  contribut-
ion to their life, and
will enable my collea-
gues and me to pass on
information quickly,
and to all miners the re-
sults of the wvarious
representations we
have made and will con-

| tinue to make on their
| behalf.

“l congratulate the
proprietors and wish
them well in this ven-
ture,” said Mr. Whyte,

The: Member for
Eyre, - Mr. Graham
Gunn, said he believ-
ed miners in the feéd

mote areas of .
country faced enoug
difficulties without

being denied effic-
ient communication
of news and events,

particularly those re-:
|lated to their own
industry.



THEY WANT A DOCTOR
-OR DO THEY?

Coober Pedy is faced with an unusual
medical problem, |

It wants a resident doctor — and then again, it doesn’t.

The Medical Centre Committee is not against strong feeling
among some residents who want a doctor, but it is faced with a

number of problems.

The biggest question
is; How do you lure a
qualified man to the
opal fields?

He would be one-out
in his profession, with
no second opinion to
fall back on.

He would have no
help in performing
operations. -

If a doctor was
appointed, the town
would be faced with
other problems, such
as:

e How would towns-
people know he was suit-
able?

e How long would he
stay?

e Would it mean the
—end of the Flying Doc-
tor Serviece?

e Without the Fly-
ing Doctor, how would
seriously ill patients be
evacuated?

The threat of losing
the air medical ser-
vice would be very real,
because it would pro-
bably be believed that
the district could look
after itself from a
medical point of view.

HINIRIR
Mr. Bill McDougall,

who has been secre-
tary of the Medical
Centre Committee

since its inception eight
years ago, says any doc-

tor appointed would
have to -give an
assurance that he

would stay for a period
to be agreed upon.

“It would be too
risky, otherwise,”” he
says. “The town could
be left high and dry.”

| B

e

The centre runs the
three-ward hospital in
conjunction with the
Bush Church Aid
Society, a Church of
England organisation. ,

Mr. McDougall
the only member of
the original executive
still on the committee.

It came about after a
meeting of the - Pro-
gress Association deci-
ded to build a hospital
for Coober Pedy.

The Bush Church Aid
Society had assured the
association that it
would provide staff.

Until 1963, Coober
Pedy relied only on a
medical kit, which was
given to Mrs. Ger-
trude Linderman by
the association.

She had only a
general knowledge of
first-aid, but adapted
herself well. She had
to, because she was
treating 20 or more
patients daily in a cara-
van outside her home.
hand. It was too much
to ask of one woman
who, at the same time,
was trying to look
after her family.

The contents of the
kit were numbered,
which meant that Mrs.
Linderman could con-
tact a doctor by trans-

ceiver, describe the
symptoms, and then
give treatment

according to the num-

ber on the bottle sugges-

ted by the doctor.
Naturally, the doc-

b
A view of the hospital, which will take on a bigger and better appearance, when
additional building works are completed.

is of England — would

tor also had a corres-
ponding  set of
numbers.

If necessary, the Fly-
ing Medical Service —
also run by the Church

fly the patient out.

The Flying Doctor
service did not, at that
time, cover this part of
South Australia.

A start’ ‘on Sthe
building was made in
October., 1964, and it
was completed in
December. It was
officially opened on

February 24 the next /

year by the then Chief

Secretary, ' Sir  Lyell
McEwen.

All " furniture
equipment, and

car used by the sisters,

4nd Bill McDougall, the b

ackhone of the. Medical Centre *
the Committee, since its inception. The resident doctor Mrs. Gertrud

¢ Linderman— very handy hut much over-

worked with her first-aid kit.

e

was provided by
BCA.

Cost was the ruling
factor in limiting the §
original = building 10 ¢
two wards of two beds ¢

could not afford air- ¢
conditioning, but put
up a  pre-fabricated
building, which cools
quicker than a brick ¢
building at night. {
A lot of assistance |
came from outside ¢
Coober Pedy. By:
chance, the commit-{
tee met the chief coun-
try architect for the
Housing Trust, Mr.
Len Rush, who was
building a residence ¢
at the aboriginal
reserve.

1
{
@ Cont. Page 14 ¢
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i: He has offered an
)
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open invitation to
parents to visit the
school and watch

¢ study classes.

The invitation has
made before,
but few have taken ad-

vantage of it.

““This is the
parents’ school, and
) without their interest
! and support, it can-
) not function proper-
iyt says Mr.
y Cameron. 4
)

)

)
)
y
)
)
)
)
He asks, however,

that parents observe
:three simple courtes-

§ ies:

) @ Advise him or the

deputy headmaster,
) Mr. Lange, of their in-
y tention to visit;
e Not to
the teacher to stop
immediately to dis-
cuss a child’s pro-
gress while a class is
in session, and

expect

e Advise whether
children are likely to
be embarrassed by
the parents’ pre-
sence, so that arrange-
ments can be made to
overcome this.

Mr. Cameron adds
that in return for the
invitation, parents
could help by taking
a class, or marking a
spelling test.

In this way,
ents could discover
for themselves how
their child is progress-
ing. Infant teachers
would welcome this
form of help.

par-

In the infant and pri-
mary sections, the
day is divided rough-
ly as follows: 9 to 11,
language; 11.30 to
12.30, mathematics,
and 1.30 to 3.40, en-
vironmental and
creative studies.

g

TAKE MORE INTEREST

) HEADMASTER of the Coober Pedy Area School, Mr. Craig Cameron, has ur- ¢
ged parents to take a greater interest in the school and the work of the pupils.

e

4 S
CRAIG CAMERON
— wants more inter-
est taken in his school.

The
students

secondary
follow a
more rigid time-
table, details of
which will be supplied
by contacting the
school.

The school has wel-
comed three new
members to the staff
— Mr. and Mrs. John
Compton, who arriv-
ed from the United

——

Cog Mrs. Louisa Sekulic, {

who taught at the g
ARE, school last year.

{

Mr. and Mrs.¢

 Compton have been :p

‘appointed in the first §

States last month, and

holidaying at Erna-
bella, Ayers Rock and §
Alice Springs. He is

teaching in the lower {
primary open area, |
allowing Mr. Lange {
more time to work in§
the wupper primary ¢
open area. 4

Mrs. Compton is a§
much-needed re-Q
placement in the in-{
fant section. After |
she has gone through a
familiarisation per-)
iod, the infant chil-¢
dren will be separa-
ted into three groups. @

It's hoped that an¢
additional primary |
assistant will be¢

two to three weeks of |
the term.
]
)
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. missioners

The Opal peo

- pray

together

From a religion point of view, people elsewhere
could well follow the lead-of Coober Pedy Christians

— Roman Catholics and those of the Church ot

England faith all pray in the same church.
The Church of England uses the dugout Catholic church.

[t is now two years since the first resident Church of England minister, the Rev.
Barry Rainsford, was appointed to Coober Pedy.

It was a new move in
the work of the Bush
Church  Aid Society,
which is sponsored by
the Church of England.

The B.C.A. is really a.
home missionary
society which sends per-
sonnel to outlying
areas of Australia,
They work in three
categories as
ministers, nursing sis-
ters and superinten-
dents of children’s hos-
tels, the nearest being
at Broken Hill.

Missioners
e T —

B.C.A. has had con-
tact with Coober Pedy
for more than 30 years.
From 1938 to 1968 the
Flying Medical Ser-
vice was operated
from Ceduna, where
B.C.A. provided the
doctor, nurses,
chemist and pilot. Dur-
ing this period, B.C.A.
from the

south’ called at the

opal fields on their nor-
thern patrols.

Brian Carter has
made regular pastoral
visits from Tarcoola
and Leigh Creek since

tralia to look for gems
— human ones.

The Coober Pedy
Mission District, as it
is called, covers the
north-west third of the

1965, when the hos- State, an area of over

-pital opened Sunday
School classes and
church services were

held in the garage. Con-

tinuity of these acti- railway townships of

vities was ensured by
having B.C.A. sisters
on the job.

Plans were drawn up
in 1970 to build an
underground rectory
in ~ hospital hill, but
were abandoned when
the present above-
ground building was
offered for sale.

Having obtained a
house, B.C.A. then invi-
ted Barry and Jenny
Rainsford and family
to occupy it. They left
their parish work in an
outer suburb
Sydney and flew to the
centre of South Aus-

of which connects

DES

CAVE
MOTEL

ACCOMMODATION
FROM
$10 PER NIGHT

Dust-free, air-conditioned rooms
with toilets and showers.

ERT

100,000 square miles. It
includes = Andamooka
Opal Fields, near Lake
Torrens, and the small

Kingoonya, Tarcoola
and Cook.

Travels
= S}

Between the
Northern  Territory
border and the Trans-
Australian  Railway
there are numerous

to become self-suppor-
ting.

The work in Coober
Pedy is centred
around church ser-
vices in the Catholic
dugout “on Sunday
mornings, preceded by
Sunday School, which
meets in’the Hospital
and Rectory. These
are augmented by an
adult Bible Study
Group on Sunday
evenings, and a
women's Discussion
Group during the week.

Children are tapght
religious  instruction
at the school on

Wednesday mornings

THE REV. BARRY RAINSFORD — teaches the gospel in the outback in an
area covering 10,000 square miles. :

in personal need. He is The members are The
greatly helped by his grateful to  the not
wife and a group of Catholic priest and his tage, which dugouts
dedicated volunteers congregation for have, of being insu-
who assist in all the allowing them to hold lated from the cold and
church activities. services in the dugout heat, but with a double

Rectory does
have the advan-

Precious church each Sunday.roof and aircondi-
R However, accom-tioning it is quite
A small paper has modation is limited comfortable. High

been produced at the for

Sunday School, prices of goods are off-
rectory as a means of Youth

Club and other set to some extent by a

contact with the out- meetings. simpler way of living
lying areas. It is called Many visitors to than in the.city.

“Opal Chips™, as it Coober Pedy speak Sadness
contains small pieces favourably of the fact e

of. precious material. that the Catholics and Mr. Rainsford feels
This supplements the Protestants use the that the people of
personal visits, when same building for wor- Coober Pedy are a
people appreciate a ship. From the point of fairly easy-going lot

fl:iendly chat, or wish to view of economics and and there are not too
dlscussaproblen]. public relations this is many complaints
Coober Pedy is not a good, but it does limit about the

ater scarce, expensive

sheep and cattle sta-
tions, mostly near the
Stuart Highway,
Ade-
laide and Darwin.
B.CA. also provides
the nursing sisters for
the small hospitals at
Tarcoola and Cook.

Mr. Rainsford
travels this area by car,
train, bus and plane,
whichever is most con-
venient at the time, He
tries to visit the other
towns monthly or
quarterly and the
homesteads annually,
but the actual fre-
quency depends on
many circumstances.

Services

The cost of maintain-
ing this ministry is met
from three sources —
gifts from interested
Christians  throughout
Australia, contribu-
tions from local people,
and a small grant from
the Home Mission
Fund of the diocese
(Willachra). The aim is

Page'd — OPAL MINERS' WEEKLY, Thursday,"Septemibet’ 28 1972

and many attend a
Youth Club on alter-
nate  Saturdays, the
juniors meeting at the
rectory, and the
seniors at the dugout
home of George and
Christine McCormack.

Homestead

‘A youth camp was
held in April at Six
Mile Creek, which was
also the location of the
Sunday School picnic
in August. As the camp
was so popular,
another is planned for
September at Copper
Hills, a sheep station
100 miles north from
Coober Pedy, and 10
miles east of Mt
Willoughby. The home-
stead and cabins are set
in a scenic area and

cater for touring
campers, :
Mr. Rainsford’s

‘main task is preaching

the gospel and teach-
ing the word of God,
but it also _includes
showing  friendship
and understanding to
people, especially those

- David,

lonely spot, despite-its the times and con-and dust,
isolation, for not only venience of using the have
does it thave a popula- building, which is ' a them. -
tion of two or three mile from the rectory However, under the
thousand, but also and hospital. happy exterior of
many thousands of Distance between many people there is a
tourists call con- towns is often over- lot of sadness, he says.
tinually. Quite a few looked in the country. This was largely due
tell of their interest in In May, a busload to people trying to
B.CA. came 220 miles from avoid the laws of God.

The Rainsfords have Woomera, and joined ““What profit is there
two  children, Anne, the Youth Club for a if you gain the whole
six, who is in Grade barbecue tea and film world and lose eternal
Two at the. Coober night. Mr. Ernie Car- life? Christianity is
Pedy Area School, and maby, their padre, still good news with for-
four, who spoke at the Sunday giveness for the past,
attends the pre-school morning service onstrength for the
kindergarten. what it means to fol- present, and hope for

The Anglican church low Christ, before they the future. Any more
hopes to build a dugout returned home after takers?” asks Mr.
hall in the near future. lunch. Rainsford,

O — —— I S — . S S — S S S S S S S " S S = —

BIG PARTY NIGHT

People will come from a thousand miles around for the
annual Coober Pedy race meeting next Saturday.

Most will start off the big weekend by joining in the fun at the Pre-Race
Cocktail Party on Friday night.

It has been organised by the Coober Pedy Women’s Hospital Auxiliary.

The venue is the shed of the South Australia Tractor Co.

Those wanting to attend are urged to buy tickets early, because they are
only §2, and will sell like hot cakes.

They are on sale at the chemist shop and the Opal Hotel.

as people
learnt to accept

conditions

LTS
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'BEPI RIDES THE
HUMP TO COOBER

The word “Bepi” is a term of
endearment in ahorigine.

Whether its derivation is a result of a fellow
named Giuseppi Coro is not really known, hut
that's what the aborigines tagged him with
when he moved to Coober Pedy 12 years ago.

When the friendly Bepi took over the old store at
Coober Pedy, he used to give the aboriginal children

sweets, and their parents insisted that they “thank-
Uncle Bepi”.

OMMERCE

Bepi the camel driver . . . he's come a long way

~ since those days. He would be possibly the only

THERE are many
people in the district
who swear by Bepi
Coro; aborigines and
miners by the score can
tell many a story of how
he has helped the
needy.

And how they have
stuck!

The people of the
opal country have long
memories, and they
have neverdiscarded
the humble storekeep-
er who has built up a
big business as an opal
gxporter, shop-
keeper, garage, hotel
and motel proprietor.

Not bad going,
considering Bepi came
to ‘Australia only 23
years ago, and kicked
off in a most foreign
occupation — a’ camel
driver (a job which re-
quired a special lic-
ence).

He was born in the
[talian village of Pad-
ova, near Venice, one

of seven girls and five
boys.
He made enough

from the camel driving
~ caper to buy an old

Chev. truck, and he put
it to. good use. His
Italian  instinct  told

him there was money |

to be made in the green-
grocery business.

Fresh vegetables
were almost unheard
of in that part of the
country at the time, so

"

¥

The burnt-out store. It hasn't always been a piece of cake for Bepi. In fact,

v

Bepi - started his own if's been a hard, slogging 23 years in his adopted country.

garden, where there
was a plentiful supply
of wateér.

He travelled many
miles on his deliver-
ies, but was doing
quite well. He really
started to enjoy life
when he saved enough
for a car.

In 1960, Bepi was all -

set to return to ltaly
for a holiday, but a
friend enticed him to
the opal fields at Coob-
er Pedy.

But he was dead-set
homesick, and was
determined to return
to his old country,

after finding a reason-
able amount of opal.
joined

He in the

Bepi and his charming wife, Hanika, are fair-

dinkum Aussies. They
naturalisation ceremony.

are pictured at their

From that burnt-out shell has risen the modern store, service station and

hotel {above ).

o

search with his brother, things as fresh fruit and livered much more

Attillio, and bingo —
after only three weeks
they dug up $3,600

worth on' the Eight
Mile field.

But this find was by
no means the only

reason why Bepi stay-
ed on in Coober Pedy.
The people started .to
“grow” on him, he lov-
ed the. country, star-
ted to learn English,
and resolved to settle
down to the Aus-
tralian way of life.

He wanted to estab-
lish himself in a busi-
ness, so . bought the
Coober Pedy general
store. It was little more

than a tin shed and Transport,

measured 30ft.
by 12ft.,

The
held up by four rickety
posts and there were no
doors or windows,

The store had
previously sold only
tinned food — no such

only

vegetables.

That was not good
enough for Bepi; he in-
stalled refrigeration,
and the residents gotl a
weekly supply of fresh
fruit and vegies for the
first time.

The fact that the
population was only
1830 did not daunt

Bepi's enthusiasm.

He saw a future in
the town.

He built a new front
on the store and exten-

ded it a little.

With Attillio, he
bought a truck, and
started the Miners’

. operating
on a basis of three trips
a week between

verandah was Coober Pedy and King-

oonya.

This brought a
mighty cheer from the
miners, because there
was no hotel, and their
beer supplies were de-

readily.

There would be a line
of 30 to 40 miners wait-
ing for their quota when

the truck trundled into

town. At times they
waited thirstily for up
to an hour while the am-

ber ale was unloaded
and sorted.
In his first three

years as a trader, Bepi’s
main customers were
aborigines and miners,
most ol whom had re-
liable credit accounts.

While he sometimes
gave credit when not
advisable, he had an as-
tute business brain.
Ten years ago he al-
most caused a revolu-
tion by installing a
juke box in the store,
which was an instant
success with abori-
ginal youngsters,

They ‘“‘thrashed™ it
from 6.30 in the morn-
ing until late at night
and there lies a

OPAL MINERS

| story. There
i room to stack the supp-

his arrival in Australia.

was  no
lies, so they were left
on the verandah, and
Bepi never once lost
anything through theft
or vandalism.

He. had ‘won the
hearts of everyone,
and they were sad
when, in 1962, his old
store burned to the
ground.

Some, however, had
underrated the forti-

tude of Bepi. The blaze
was at-11.30 en a Fri-
day night, but the busi-
ness was re-opened on
the Sunday afternoon.

HiRIEIE

Attillio was willing
to abandon the store,
but Bepi was con-

fident they would get
back into operation
and pick up their loss
es

]

.Thc locals watched

B amazed.

They saw the old
frame carted away,
and another brought in
from a miner’s shed.
The brothers borrow-
ed old galvanised iron
from friends and up
went a shed. They had
a truck sent up from
Port Augusta with a

variety of stock,
including groceries
and bread. -

They were back in
business.

Another brother,
Bob a builder
helped them build a
new store double the
original size. At first
he was not keen on
Coober, but the town
“‘grew” on him too, and
he decided to stay.

Bob’s efforts brought
better  refrigeration,
and this meant such
luxuries as ice-cream
and milk. Soon after,
the Coros bought a
new, refrigerated
semi-trailer, and cut
the price of transport-
ing perishable goods
from Adelaide.

migrant to take a job as a licensed camel driver on

Previously, they had
been sent up by a cost-

ly air service.

Bepi. is constantly
looking to the future
and improvements to
hiss - business. . For
instance, he is plan-
ning a hardware shop
alongside the store,
and a new home for his
family.

Next year, he intends
to take the family back
to Italy for an eight-
month holiday.

That trip is well-ear-
ned. The store is open
seven days a week,
from early morning
until 9 p.m. And if a
tourist bus is running
late, the store stays
open.

In addition, the
Coros built the fashion-
able Opal Motel in
1966, and opened an
hotel in 1969. A new
bar will soon be built
on the site of the old
miners’ store, and the
lounge is being extend-
ed by 40ft.-

'At first;, Bepi want-
ed to renovate the old
miners’ store, but he
and his brothers fin-
ally decided to erect a
new store across the
road, which allowed
for the expansions to
the hotel.

After the store closes
on Saturday nights,
the Coros relax at the

hotel. |
On Sundays it’s a
family night at the
drive-in.

In the oasis of the
opal country, Bepi has
made a good life for
himself.

He has shown his
counterparts in the big
cities the way to start a
business from nothing
and build it into a
flourishing concern.

Maybe the secret lies
in the way you treat
people!
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Whatever the
pronunciation the
aborigines gave the
town, it does sound

something like Coober
Pedy.

The big problem is
finding an aborigine
who can clearly define
the title — and why
anybody would hang a
name like that on any
place!

Initiation
ey

Australian anthropol-
ogists, T.S. Tinsdale
and Bill Lindsay, be-
lieve the derivation
comes from the Arab-
ana dialect. This tribe
roamed the Stuart
Ranges, and referred
to water holes in the
Coober Pedy district

as “Kupipitis”,
According to Tins-

Single ..
Double .
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dale and Lindsay, it
was here that young

Arabanas = were kept
separate, while await-
ing manhool initia-
tion rites.

A broad translation
of ““Kupipiti’® is “‘the
place of little boys’
initiation water holes.*’

A second school of
thought is that Coober

Pedy is aborigine for .

“White fellow under-
ground,” or “White fel-
lows holes in the
ground.”

It was simply a mis-
understanding  of
phonetics that the
white man called it
Coober Pedy and not
Kupipiti  when the
time came that he
could understand the
aborigine dialect.

Natives today in

OPAL &
MOTEL 2

Tourists Specially
Catered For

ACCOMMODATION IN AIR-
CONDITIONED HOTEL
AND MOTEL ROOMS

TARIFF RATES -

e B0 FO S 13
e $8.50 1o $13
Triple or Family Rooms $11 to $15

WEEKLY, Thursday,

September. 28, 1972

‘KUPIPITI'?

Maybe you should be calling Coober Pedy “Kupipiti”.

If you can't pronounce that, perhaps it's “[:uoqeepee_tee”. or “Cupiepitie”, or “Cupeepity”.

Coober Pedy are en-
tirely  self-supporting.

The "area was foun-
ded on January . 21,
1915, by the Hutchin-
son family, who were
on an exploration trip
north for the New Col-
orado  Mining Syndi-
cate. They were look-
ing for gold-bearing
reefs,

Eloaters

While in the foot-
hills.  of the Stuart
Ranges, which is Coo-
ber Pedy today, the
family ran out of
water, and located a
base at a fast-drying-
out waterhole,

During the
for - further water,
young Will. Hutchin-
son, 14, picked up the
opal floaters that des-

search

ignated the finding of
the Stuart Range opal
field.

From 750-pounds in
1916, the value of the
opals  was expanded
to 24,000-pounds, and
toward the end of
1920 production had
increased to 53.425-
pounds.

Little work was done
until the end of the
First World War, and
during this time, only
about  six-thousand

pounds worth of opal *

was produced.

But Coober Pedy is

now the largest opal
field in the world, pro-
ducing about 355 per-
cent of the Australian
supply.

Anyway apart
from all that — what’s
in a name!

¥
s

Lisa Grey
We thought we would run

them all up for a weekend!

5 ot - e
. a lovely Melbourne lass, is our Jirst Miss Opal of the Week.

A

a series of pics of beautiful girls to brighten yp
the days a little for the hard.-

working miners.

MODERN DININGROOM WITH EXCELLENT CUISINE
ADDRESS: POST OFFICE BOX 223, COOBER PEDY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 5723
TELEPHONE: COOBER PEDY 3 6054, 3 LINES. BOB CORO, PROPRIETOR

Never know, we might bring'




Want a say about the life around you? The Page
Seven Forum is designed to let you do exactly that. It
will be a regular feature on controversial matters.

The bigger the noise you make, the more you are

likely to achieve.

Views expressed are not necessarily those of The

Opal Miners’ Weekly.

The guestion-of-the-moment is:

‘YES’

- =says Ken Jones

D OES COOBER NEED

A COUNCIL?

KEN JONES — *‘Let us unite to
govern ourselves.”

The last meeting of the Coober
Pedy Progress Association had the
best attendance in the hall for years.

There were glimpses of the wil-
ling spirit that got Coober off the
ground in the early 60s.

To those who remember, what
were you working for? Wasn’t it a

determined bid to provide better.

living conditions for yourselves,
families and fellow miners?

You formed the Progress Associa-
tion to have a body responsible for
the development of Coober Pedy.
They have done the job well, despite
limited powers.

The subject of local government
is on all our lips. Why did the
majority vote against it? I believe
that many who did so didn’t realise
just what local govi. means. Ob-
viously, some were influenced by
several of the misinformed and
biased statements made by speakers
against its establishment.

What should be understood is
that local government is not going
to hand over the affairs of the town
and its control to Adelaide. It’s the
opposite! Forget the word “govern-
ment”’,

Self-representation is a better
word, and is exactly what it means;
the power to develop and run
Coober Pedy as we, the residents,
want it to be run. :

At present, we are under the com-
plete control of the govt..depts. in
Adelaide. As I tried to explain at
the meeting, several moves are
afoot by different departments,
that we as a community know little
about.

Is this fair? Aren't we entitled to
know what is going on in our own
town? Why should we be dictated to
by Adelaide? Why shouldn’t we be
allowed to have our say in anything
and everything that happens in
Coober?

As we stated at the meeting, the
Progress Committee believes that
every occupier or owner of land in
Coober should be able to have his
say and vote, regardless of whether

he is naturalised or not. Coober is .

unique in its varied population, and
there is a good chance that the
Local Government Department
may alter the Act to allow everyone
the right to vote. '

What worries most of us?

Wild, = unrealistic figures were
quoted at the meeting about rates.
In discussions with the dept’s com-
mittee, we agreed that the rates for
residential sites should be no more
than $20 a year.

[ know a lot do not look upon
Coober as their home. Some spend
only half the year here. What about
the growing number of families
who have settled on a more per-
manent basis? Haven’t they the
right to want to govern themselves?
To improve their living conditions?
To see the town become a fitter
place in which to raise their
children?

To those who don’t consider
Coober “‘home”, 1 ask they con-
sider those who do? We all have one
thing in common — our search for
opal.

“NO’

-says Eric D. Smith

s

ERIC SMITH (right) — “Let us

support the 400 who voted

against a town council.”

The large bulk of Coober Pedy’s
population comprises prospectors
struggling for the freedom and inde-
pendence that an opal strike could
give them.

Present thought of local govern-
ment is immature.

Most of the population lives on
hope. Many live in neat, tidy homes
sufficient for their needs, but they
might not be up to the standards
accepted by a town council.

When members of the Local Gov-
ernment Committee visited
Coober Pedy and a vote on local
govt. was taken, less than 40 people
were present to vote, and a large
number of these were public ser-
vants, and bank staff, who have no
permanent stake in the town.

The meeting was assured that the
South  Australian Government
would not interfere in the running
of the town if we accepted local
government. Then we were told
that the first council would be
wholly appointed by the govern-
ment.

As the first council would have *

the task of setting up by-laws, fixing
valuations and rates, and generally
laying down the policies for future
councils, I consider it the most im-
portant council of all, and one that
should be elected by the future rate-
payers, not appointed by the
government,

In answer to a question I put, the
meeting was told that it could be
arranged for the landholders who
would become rateable, to elect
their council. Now a meeting has
been held to accept nominations,
from which the Govt. will select a
council. We still don’t have the right
to vote. }

Naturally, the names the govern-
ment want would be among the
nominees, and these men will be ap-

-pointed, whether the majority of the

townspeople want them or not. We
can nominate one member .or a
thousand, it makes no difference.

Is this the way the South Aus-
tralian Government is going to
keep its promise not to interfere? I
personally consider that Coober
Pedy has seen enough of both sides
of the House to know that the
government is not prepared to do
anything to benefit the opal miner.

With or without government
interference, the benefits of local
government are far outweighed by
the disadvantages.

It is my honest opinion that we
must support the 400 people who
refused to give any nominations,
but voted overwhelmingly against
the imposition of a town council on
the community.

Let the teachers, bank staff and
civil servants become residents,
before they vote fora council.
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People everywhere are searching, and in
Coober Pedy the search which most
people appear to be interested in, is the
search for opal.

Yet at the same time, I wonder how
many people are also searching for some-
thing, which they feel is even harder to
find than the elusive opal? The way to a
life of satisfaction; a life of happiness
and life eternal.

The way to a life of satisfaction and to
life eternal are really one and the same;
and is really so very easy to find.

Jesus Christ himself said: "I am the
wa)g I am the truth, I am the life”. (John
14:6)

If people would only spend some of their
precious time searching; firstly, their
hearts, to see that they are in need of.
“Someone’’ to lead them on the way to a
life with meaning and, secondly, ‘the
Word of God in the Bible to find who that
“Someone’’ is, namely Jesus the Son of
God.

Anyone who does make the effort to find
Christ and His way for their life can
search in the confident knowledge that
;izrey have the guarantee that they will find

im. ;

“Ask, and you will receive; seek and
you will find; knock, and the door will be
opened to yoi”. (Matthew 7.7

Search for Christ and the sure know-
ledge that your sins have been cleaned
away, and your search for the meaning of
life will have not been, a search for
nothing. :

KEVIN SCHRAPEL,
Lutheran Lay-Missionary.

GEM
MERCHANT
Exportgr

of
all kinds

of
rough opal

ELI CHRISTIANOS

PHONE: ADELAIDE 51 1808

COOBER PEDY 3 6012

L
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YOU AND YOUR STARS :

VIRGO (Aug. 24 to Sept. 22): Some gains are probable but you will have to work for
success. Not a week when good fortune will simply fall into your lap.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 23): You will be working hard, but the rewards will be better
than usual. Keep at it as this.is an important phase you are entering into.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 to Nov. 22): You may find yourself in two minds re your personal
loyalties. Take no action this week: hesitation is your best protector.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 to Dec. 22): Both work and social interests will take up most
of your time, but beware of neglecting one for the other,

CAPRICORN (Dec. 23 to Jan. 20): Exceptionally good prospects and .at least one
outing where you will be the focus of interest. You could also collect some extra cash;
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19): A good week. Financial problems, given immediate
attention, will diminish and there will be chances to develop new situations to your
advantage.

PISCES (Feb. 20 to March 20): Romance is in the air for the young and some great
opportunities to make new social contacts. v

ARIES (March 21 to April 20): Things will have the knack of turning out much better
than you anticipate. A question will arise over a former friendship, but don’t take this
too seriously.

TAURUS (April 21 to May 21): Life should be quite enjoyable, but at work things
could be tricky. Check where money is involved. Errors could be costly both in cash and
prestige.

GEMINI (May 22 to June 21): A sequence of exciting situations is due, romantically
]w}i{sc. But don't worry or set too much store by them. You can bypass them if you don't
ike them.

CANCER (June 22 to July 22): If those around you are hard to please, don't be dis-
tressed. Things will pick up, easing tension.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 23): Avoid speculation, even where you believe you have special
knowledge. The unexpected is likely to dash your hopes.

e e

‘The Office’ is
again for sale

The Diggers’ Rest Hotel at Lightning Ridge is about to
change hands again.

Speculation as to who the new
owners will be is widespread, but
some say “‘The Greek and Jacom-
bie” are behind a syndicate,

After a 12 months’ trial, Lyle
and Gloria Dorrington are fore-
going the pub.

Head-shaking locals are saying
its spirit is dying, if not dead al-
ready.

“Things can never be the same
as in the good old days,” is their
wail. '

The Diggers’ Rest is more of a
meeting place than a drinking
house, and miners refer to it as
S The-Offices

A great deal of business is
done in the hotel, such as bor-
rowing trucks, Jack-hammers, -
diff. hoists and se on.

For instance, Peter Rosso,
who owns The Ridge Drilling
-Co., has a notice on the wall,
which reads: “*Office hours 5.30
p-m. to 6.30 p.m.”

Sure enough, he is found stand-
ing under. the notice during
these times, six days a week.

Some fellows spend all day
selling in the pub; the wheeling
and dealing is enormous. So fast
and furious is the trading, that
one chap bought back his own
stone — and almost fell through
the floor from embarrassment.

But amazing deals have trans-
pired. A Ridge resident bought a
stone in the rough for $100 and it
‘cut into a $1000 gem. s
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ACROSS

23 Mystery
1 Fragrance 24 Music note
5 Blot ) 26 Heavenly body
9 Roman V 28 Hindu garment
10 Gem weight 29 Instance
12 Yard parts 30 Girl's name
13 During : 34 Cut off
14 Fabulous bird 36 Cutting tool
16 Small amount
18 Also
19 Crimson
20 Food seasoning
21 Frolic
24 |Intelligence DO YOU REQUIRE
25 Dr
56 Against PETROL, DIESEL,
27 Sign of assent KEROSENE
28 Console
31 Conclusion OR OIL ?
32 Exist
33 Lofty RING 3 6003
35 Glitter
37 Capital of Norway or contact
38 Egress Bob Amorosi
39 Harvest at
/ CALTEX DEPOT
DOWN ;
1 Away from i _Wll.l BE
% i?)t carefully DELIVERED AT YOUR
ove
AP . DOORSTEP THE
5 Berate SAME DAY
6 WindOW glaSS (WITHIN 5-MILE RADIUS)
7 Otherwise
8 Scottish plaid COOBER PEDY
11 Implements TRADING CO.
15 Animal shed
17 Fixed charge e
20 Member of Congress [Box 164 Coober Pedy,
21 Mentally sound South Australia
22 Fork tine Phone 3 6003

Build for Beauty, Character and
Strength with

MONIER BESSER

CONCRETE BRICKS AND BLOCKS

AGENT:

'THE MINERS' STORE

PTY. LTD.
Coober Pedy, 5723

Concrete Industries (Monier) Ltd., cnr. Grand Junc-
tion and Blakeney Roads, Ottoway. Phone Adelaide
47 1066.

WABCO
DISTRIBUTION

AUSTRALIA

PTY.LTD.

HANSON ROAD, WINGFIELD, S.A.
Phone 45 6173, A.H. 64 5143

GOOD USED
EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE

KOMATSU D85A-12 fitted with straight blade,
hydraulic tilt, wide beam rear ripper, and canopy.
Available at Coober Pedy for inspection, 4000
hours. Price $35,000.

CAT DBC POWERSHIFT, fitted with straight blade,
hydraulic ripper, 4700 hours, Price $18,000.
CAT DTE 47A SERIES, fitted with hydraulic angle

blade and rear ripper. Price $15,000.
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Paper will

promote
awareness

I WOULD like to take
this opportunity of
extending best wishes
for the success of your
enterprise in estab-
lishing a paper to serve
the opal mining areas
of South Australia.

In the past, the only
times these areas be-
came news was when
there had been some
incident subject to
sensationalism in re-
porting. Nobody
reads of the activities
of = thell Progress
Associations, Medical
Centre committees
and other organisa-
tions working in the
interests - of the com-
munity.

The contribution of

a paper publicising
community efforts be-
ing carried on in these
areas will go a long way
in promoting a com-
munity awareness and,
by doing so, improve
the conditions of liv-
ing generally.

A newspaper such as
yours would also give
the populace generally
a means of expressing
opinions on a variety
of subjects, controver-
sial -or otherwise, and
would assist in creat-
ing an atmosphere
where democratic
freedom can flourish.

I wish your paper
EVery success.
L. G. Wallis,

M. H. R. for Grey.

= o s e e e

LANDS DEPT. MOVES IN
ON COOBER PE

DY

Sharp reaction is certain from Coober Pedy’s civic leaders, following a move by the Lands Department
to sell up 20 town blocks and a site for a caravan park.
It is the first stage of a departmental plan to limit land for residential purposes in the town.

The entire district is
being surveyed, with
this in mind. - :

The first lot has al-
ready gone under the
hammer in the Pro-
gress Association hall.

Previously, sur-
veying had been
limited to commer-

cial sites in the main
street, and to a few
allotments near the
police station, and to a
few allotments near
the police station,
most of which were to
be used for govern-
ment purposes.

Acting Minister of
Lands, Mr. Casey, has
outlined a depart-
mental policy for
Coober Pedy. The sur-
veying program, he
said, was undertaken
to:

e Fix the boundaries
of existing occupa-
tion;

e provide properly
surveyed roads so that
vehicular access can be

confined to surveyed
areas, and

® enable the  depart-
ment to issue

freehold titles to occup-
iers who comply with
conditions of their lic-
ences, and who are
using the land satisfac-
torily.

Thinking
Many people in
Coober Pedy believe

the department is set-
ing itself up as a town
planner, and unjustly
trying to take over the
town,

There is strong think-
ing about the need for
all this activity by the
department.

Mr. Casey says as
many sites as possible
will be surveyed, and
that ‘it may be neces-

sary to slightly alter the
boundaries of licen-
sed sites to satisfy re-
quirements.”

He stresses, how-
ever, that those using
sites to the satisfac-
tion of the department
will be allowed to stay
there.

The procedure in
dealing with all blocks
is:

o All licensed sites are
inspected to find
whether the land is
being used im accord-
ance with the con-
ditions of the licence;

@ notice of intention to
cancel the licence (the
conditions provide one
month) is served on all
licensees who have not
built ‘‘acceptable im-
provements, or who
are not using their sites
satisfactorily’’;

® unoccupied or
unimproved land not re-

quired for road or other occupiers of commer-

government purposes
will be allotted for sale.

A licence grants
occupation for only
one year, but Mr.
Casey says this will gen-
erally be extended
from year to year, if the
land is being used satis-
factorily.

Adopted

There | iisiFa ‘real
chance that the depart-

ment will not renew
the licence if the site is
unimproved.

The department
clearly appears to have
adopted a “clean up
Coober Pedy” cam-
paign.

On the surface, it
appears to be a dic-
tatorial attitude, with-
out considering the
thoughts of towns-
people.

Mr. Casey says that

STAGE 1 OF COOBER PEDY’S
NEW SHOPPING COMPLEX

This stage 'consists of 6 shops especially designed for Coober Pedy conditions

Fully air conditioned. Individual toilets, sinks and hot water systems.
One shop has a cool room.

ALL ENQUIRIES:

Shop sizes range from 704 sq. ft. to 928 sq. ft.

AVAILABLE FOR LEASING TO APPROVED TENANTS
MID-NOVEMBER

Tom Van Brugge

POST OFFICE BOX 27, COOBER PEDY, SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 5723

TELEPHONE COOBER PEDY 3 6068

cial allotments are re-
quired to built im-
provements to a
certain value within a
prescribed time.

He adds
“‘Irrespective of
whether these allot-
ments are held under a
licence or agreement
to purchase, ~applica-
tions to transfer will
not be considered
until the building re-
quirements have been
satisfied.

“Furthermore, lic-
ensees will not be
offered agreements
until the allotments
have been improved,
or until I am satisfied
that permanent
improvements will be
carried out following
the issue of the agree-
ment.”
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OPAL, SEARCH PTY. LTD.

announces the commencement of construction of
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When Gold Star Publications suggested I go to Coober Pedy to establish a .

What a town!
Coober tops

e Says Kevin Allchurch, our editor and manager in Coober Pedy.

weekly paper, I thought they were out of their minds.

[ visualised a township of two men and a dog living in a cave.

The Tourist Bureau
and other sources of in-
formation are so de-
voide of material on the
district, that I set out,
convinced 1 was headed
for a hick town in the
middle of the desert.

Somebody must have
planted me in the
wrong place! No coun-
try town with country
people, Coober Pedy is
a mushrooming cos-
mopolitan centre,
unique in the world. It
lives and breathes with a
fantastic  personality
all its own.

Where else could you
find a town, hundreds
of miles from anywhere,
where the vast majority
of the adult population
have travelled overseas?

i

The work force is al-
most entirely self-em-
ployed, money flows like
water, and the hospital-
ity of the locals is out of
this world.

Battlin

Although the people
of Coober Pedy are their
own greatest knockers,
they have created a
township of which they
can be proud. Its most
striking feature is the
way in which the people
of so many different
nationalities. have wel-
ded together to form a
happy, friendly Austral-
ian outback town.

All things are judged
through the eye of the
beholder and for these
people battling out an

existence, living in
sheds, while facing the
tremendous hardships
of opal mining in rag-
ing dust storms and tem-
peratures of 130 degrees
Coober Pedy does not
present a pretty picture.
But it is the sharing of
these severe conditions
which has been respon-
sible for building. the
character of the town,
and weeding out those
who are less able to
measure up to the
demands of the desert,

Association

The men deserve the
highest praise, but for
the women a special
medal should be struck
for courage.

The driving force over-

Yo
3

Bepi Coro — built up his business by giving a square deal.

riding all other con-
siderations is the magic
of the elusive opal; for
today you're broke,
tomorrow you may be
rich.

I look forward to a
long association with
the people of Coober
Pedy and I am keenly an-
ticipating the first ' of
many trips to Anda-
mooka.

It is also. pleasing to
have the prospect of
joining with the people
of Lightning Ridge and
Walgett for an ex-
change of news and
VIEWS.

1 feel both proud and
humble to be able to
sharé in the continuing
saga of the Australian
opal fields.

Kevin Allchurch, in pen-
@ sive mood at a Coober
8l Pedy function.

THE MINERS’ STORE
P-4~

" Coober Pedy’s Centre

to meet all your needs
Specialising in Mining Equipmenf, Opal and Souvenirs
BOOKING AGENTS FOR OPAL AIR AND ACCOMMODATION

SUPERMARKET, B.P. SERVICE STATION AND POST OFFICE

Miners’ transport, freight carried Adelaide-Coober Pedy 3. times weekly

Telephone: 3 6051
3 6177

Bepi and Tilly Coro
Proprietors.
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BULL'S PARK
GETS BOOST

In an endeavour to meet the ever-growing accommodation demands of Coober
Pedy, Bulls’ Tourist Services have opened a new caravan park and dormitory block.

The park has electric
power points and other
amenities for 24 cara-
vans,

The dormitory block
is divided in the
middle; providing
separate accommoda-
tion for boys and girls.

It is 70 ft. by 20 ft.
with 50 beds, table faci-
lities for 50 people, two
four-plate electric
stoves, and an electric
refrigerator.

To service this acc-
ommodation, Bulls |
have erected a 40,000-
gallon water tank, and

OPAL

BUYER
NICK

eight toilets.
This unit was built

Above is a wide shot.

with the new unit in the
centre.

The second = picture
shows Ross McArdle

have installed a block Industrial
of eight showers and Pty. -Ltd.
specifications of Bulls,

of the caravan park,

e e e e

Housing development of

Lo

and installed by Atlas park is typical of the inthe nextfew years.

the town. The population
is expected to increase
The expansion to the several more thousand

the

i el
A party and a Bless-
ing by the Rev. Father
Hackett marked the
arrival to Coober

lPedy of the largest
: |dulldozer ever in
- | South Australia.

(| 0t weighs 50 tons
and is powered by a
diesel engine which
.develops 410  fly-
.whee-l horsepower.
The blade is eight feet
| high and 14 feet long,

It's a mammoth
| Komatsu D355A ‘and
|is proudly owned by
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.

I would like to pay a
tribute to the people
who show so much con-
fidence in the future of
the town.

To them and the per-
Jormance of the mach-
ine, I wish the very:
best of luck.

During the
Blessing, Father
Hackett said:

Some may think it
strange to eall God's
blessing on this huge
metal object. It is not
so much objects, but
people that we bless.

So the blessing is

T S S S A S T Y S S S i — S SN A S S S A S ST A S S

It’s blessed:!

S

The “monster” of Cooberl
Pedy and its proud owners,
from left: Ted Regan, Bob.
Amorosi  (holding daught-l
er, Luey) and Mick Marinelli.

May those who own
it, and those who oper-
ate it, enjoy the bene-
Jits they hope for.

Send your blessing
upon us who'are herel
tonight, and to all
those who look to you|
Jfor help on the opal |

fields.

We ask this through =
Jesus Christ, our Lord
and Saviour. l

(left), Coober Pedy
M ACRIS manager of Bulls, with
Arthur- Turner, the
company's State
DEALING IN manager, alongside the
. ROUGH OPALS new shower unit.

P.O. BOX 130, COOBER
PEDY, STH. AUST. 5723

Telephone:
Coober Pedy 3 6143

The bottom picture
shows the shower and
toilet block being
installed, with the
40,000 gallon water
tank in the foreground.

GEORGE'S

OPAL CENTRE

COOBER PEDY
TELEPHONE 3 6161

Special prices for Opal
Jewellery and Souvenirs

ABORIGINAL PAINTINGS,
BOOMERANGS. ETC.

VISIT THE SHOP,
CHECK THE PRICES

Find out for yourself that we give
the best value.

Open 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 7 days a week.

KEEP THIS ADVERTISEMENT AND
WHEN YOU VISIT COOBER PEDY
S EADA O NN

GEORGE’S OPAL CENTRE

' lBob Amorosi, Ted
.Regan and Mick
|Marinelli.

They celebrated its
Iarrival with a shin-
'Idig in the large shed
lrecently acquired by
|Bob Amorosi, of the
South Australian
Tractor Co.

The ’dozer was too
big to fit in the shed,
150 it was parked out-
: .side. with the blade
# ‘taking up the whole
'cntrance.

\ A crowd of 350
V.turned up for the .
- levent.
| The ‘dozer was

christened with
' 'champagne by Ted

IComacchio while the
guests dined on three
: ._pigs and a steer
s \roasted on a spit.
Ted's christening
| speech went like this:
Friends, thank you

l_/br giving  me the
honor of welcoming
\ the biggest machine I

Nin Coober Pedy, and
| South Australia.

; This is the symbol of |

i \ Coober Pedy's pro- |

VERE Ll f

SUBSCRIBE TO
OPAL MINERS’ WEEKLY

by forwarding cheque, money
order or postal note to the value
of $10.60 to

7 Cato St., Hawthorn, Vic. 3122

Copies will be posted direct to
your home.

NO EXTRA FOR POSTAGE

§ MILE DEN

On Main North Road

BUYER
Of Small Parcels.
SUPPLIER
Of Opal Buttons.

ROBIN WILLIAMS

Box 372, Coober Pedy

P e e e e S ——

| ROUFOS

BOB
AMOROSI

FOR
HIRING

Jor the people involved r
in the ownership and \
operation of the bull-
dozer. \
Let us see in thisl
machine a symbol of |
all the machinery on
the opal fields. Let us \ :
see it, Ioo, as a work
symbol — a sign of \
the endeavour of the
people who serve the

Coober Pedy com- | e ion bulldozer
munity; the nurses, y| ® 70 it. x 40 ft. shed
teachers;, ‘bgrmen, || g L Sobic yurd Beddymie
mechanics, shopkeep- ] ® Frontend loader

ers, shop assistants :,Eg;‘;rgg; el

and the cooks. ® Tumblers

@ Plumbing tools

® Wheel barrows

® Compressor

® 7 KVA lighting plant
® 500-galon water trailer

COOBER PEDY

And this was the
specially-prepared
prayer from Father
Hackett:

Lord, send a mighty |

blessing on this) TRAPEII'N[?PDCO.
mighty machine. ; :
f’ro);ect it and ah’: Box 164, Coober Pedy,
South Australia

those who work on f'rl

Sfrom all harm. Phone 3 6003

Opal Dealers
and Exporters

POST OFFICE BOX 336

COOBER PEDY

South Australia, 5723
Telephone Coober Pedy, 3 6016

: also
73A HINDLEY STREET,
ADELAIDE. 51 8815
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Cont. from P. 1
10,000 tourists went
through the area.

A section of the red-
tape screed demands:
“piowill Gleave * the
Woomera area when
directed.”

This means that a
miner who has been
digging out opal in the
prohibited area  has to
disband his claim, and
anybody else can
move in and scrape out
the opal, after restrict-
ions have been lifted.

Section Five D of the
regulations also issues
an astounding de-
mand; ‘I will maintain
outward radio silence.”

Document
[CorSSiat

What happens if]
while stuck out in the
oasis,” he breaks a leg
and can’t call for help?
He can’t say anything,
because he has signed
a lethal document re-

garding secrecy, and
allegiance to his
country.

The application }

forms are supposed to
be for the miners, but
in effect, they apply to
anybody wanting to

enter the prohibited
area.
The  incredible

application form ram-
bles: on with such
bureaucratic stipula-
tions as; 5

o I will keep such
mining area in a clean,
tidy and safe condition
to the satisfaction of
the area administrator,
or his authorised re-
presentative ;

e I will properly fill
in open cuts and- mines
on completmg any
mining activities or, if
the entry permit is
withdrawn or can-
celled, 1 will leave the
area in a clean condi-
tion.

Declared

< All this — and more
— despite the fact that
the area is legally
DECLARED an opal
field. Previously,
miners had been assur-
ed that backfilling
would not be enfor-
ced apart from big
enterprise, unless the
shaft was close to the
road or causing a
danger.

Coober ,Pedy: was
established in 1915
and Woomera even-
tuated in 1947, which
means that mining has
been carried out in a
prohibited area for 22
years.

There appears to be a
little delay in drawing
up the new legislat-

ion!
Clauses
Mr. « Garland has

issued a statement say-
ing that the updated
regulations are in the
interests of the miners’
safety.

But there are clauses
which conveniently
exonerate the- Govern-
ment from any poss-
ible: damages claims.
They, are clauses
which have always
applied to anybody
entering Woomera,
but never to an area
outside the range.

One miner snorted
last week: ‘“All this
business about protect-
ion for the miner is so
much garbage!”’

Unless a miner has
signed one of the
forms, he cannot work
four and a half miles
south of Coober Pedy,
although previously
he could go just about
anywhere but Mt. Pen-
ryn.

Sensible

Permits were not re-
quired in the past to
mine south or north, al-
though the areas were
prohibited.

What the miner
wants is for the
Commonwealth and

State Governments to
get together and come
up with a sensible solu-
tion for him to dig for
opal in peace.

He does care about
security, but he ob-
jects to departmental
bungling.

Hardly any mining
has been done in the
southern area, but the
miners believe there
are good chances there
now. They want to start
a new field without

going  outside the
boundaries of the
declared opal mining
area.

e e ——

MP’s: LAUNCH
YOURSELVES!

Black opal has been
found in the Mt
Penryn district and
they want to exploit
the possibilities of find-

ing more.

In the present de-
clared field there are
five known diggings
where opal has been
found. ;

If the heirarchy re-
laxed its stringent and
unnecessary  imposi-
tions, the miners would
have a much better
chance to tap this pros-
pective source.

The miners are not
greedy; they are simply
askingg the Govern-
ment to be a little logi-
cal.

Their -present feel-

ing is not unjust.

They would like cer-
tain government Mem-
bers, piloted by Mr.
Garland, to launch
themselves and their
infamous permit
papers into eternity —
preferably
Woomerd rocket!

from a |

Lorraine

the

Grenville, of Melbourne,
miners’ friend. She's a gem.

Coni. from P. 3

When Mr. Rush
heard about the
hospital plans, he con-
tacted his department,
which agreed to submit
a tender. lts quote was
8,200 pounds, which
was a saving of 5,000
pounds on two other
tenders received from
private firms.

Revenue

From 1965 until this
year, the hospital staff
consisted of two
sisters, but the popula-
tion bulge has meant
the future dppoint-
ment of an additional
sister. Next year, there
will probably be four.

In these early years,
the sisters were all-
rounders — treating the
sick and doing the
cooking, cleaning and
laundry duties.

‘Now the hospital
engages two domestics
and a secretary.

The staff is paid by
the BCA, which is in
charge of all medical
work. The society takes
all revenue from the

hospital, and buys
equipment on a $2 for
$1 Government sub-
sidy basis.

In addition to the
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female and male wards,
a children’s ward has
been added, as a result
of the efforts of the

‘Coober Pedy branch of

the Country Women’s
Association.

Their ' fund-raising
campaign last year set a
target of §500 to $600,
with the intention of a
Government subsidy
meeting the balance.

But the women
really put their shoul-
der to the wheel, and
brought in $l]00
which also helped pay
for the children’s beds
and equipment.

Saved

It took 4% years to
raise the money for the
hospital, and much of it
came from holding pic-
ture nights in the com-
munity hall. Dona-
tions from residents
also brought in a_con-
siderable amount.

The finance for the

hospital was raised
before the doors
actually opened.

Voluntary  workers

also saved a large slice
of the original cost.

Sewerage presented
a problem, but a sep-
tic tank was included
in the builder's con-
tract. The overflow
septic water runs into
a tank, and is put to

good use by watering
young trees and plants
that surround the hos-
pital.

Although the hos-
pital’ is run by the
church, religion is not
involved. People from
all denominations are
welcomed.

On Sundays, the hos-
pital is the venue for a
couple of Sunday
School classes.
Although, the sisters
are not full-time Sun-
day School teachers,
they do help out.

Appointment

il hee dedicated
nursing staff com-
prises Sisters Dau,
Manning, Watt and
Kennaugh. Sister Watt
and Sister Kennaugh
are new to the hospital,
and are taking over
from Sister Dau and
Sister Manning, who
will soon leave for a
round-Australia trip.

Nursmg staff
is dedicated

The staff will be cial situation forced
brought up to three by the committee to bud-
the appointment of get for the existing
another sister later in population, but it was
the year. never envisaged that so

The purchase of a many people would
fully-equipped,- $4,500 settle in Coober Pedy.
ambulance has been a  pacilities are hope-

big asset. Apart from lessly outdated.
attending accident Provision is also
SCENES, it is used to be]ng made for new
transport patients 10 doctors’ consulting
the airport to meet the rooms, as this would
Flying Doctor’s plane. speed up the work of
the “practitioner who
makes a weekly visit.

Cram Eed

Ward space will be
increased slightly, and
laundry and domestic
amenities will be up-

Future plans include graded. Proper heating
new staff accommoda- and air-conditioning is
tion, because at pre- also envisaged.
sent ‘there are facilities  pe cramped condi-

for only two sisters. tions of the hospital are

The most urgentdue largely to the
need is a new out- population increase,
patients’ block to meet following the opening
rapidly increasing of the field at Seven
demands. The finan- Milein 1962.

Ambulance  drivers
and the hospital res-
cue squad work ‘“‘hand
in glove”, particularly
when emergency medi-
cal work has to be car-
ried out.
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WITH A
HUFF
AND A
PUFF!

LIGHTNING Ridge has had one of its
worst-ever dust storms.

Gale-force winds forced many in caravans to
fasten down annexes.

People scattered for cover as the howling
winds raged through the town. Surprisingly,
damage was slight.

But an old resident described the winds as
“nothing, mate; you should have been here when
a government official arrived to open a building
which had been put up in only one day.

“The caretaker was a Bert Smith. But he didn't
have a job long, though, because the winds came
a couple of days later and blew the hall away!”

[ peepe————————— g e ¥ £ ok



HERE'S HOW
IT’S DONE

at Lightning Ridge.

The miners involved are puddling. It's a long, tedious pro-
cess which separates the clay from the stones, and then the
good opals from the bad stones.

Naturally, there are many
more bad stones than good ones;
and often, after the truck load has
been reduced to a sprinkling,
the lot is thrown away.

And so the process goes on, in
the hope that some day, some-
where, that
worth a “mint”, will pop up.

There are a lot of expenses for
the miner who prefers to puddle.
It's now a far cry from the days of
horse-puddling, which was done
by a horse on a circular path.

Miners now have to have an
automatic hoist, tipping truck;
puddler, pump and hose and a
collection of other items to
make the job easier and quicker.

As recent as six years ago, the
miners used little trailers to
carry their dirt to the puddling
tank at the government dam. .

A new chum at The Ridge
watched the miner making
these numerous trips daily. He
sank all of his money into a flat-
top truck, and others soon follow-
ed his lead.

Some went even further by
buying tip trucks, eliminating
the double-shovelling of opal
clay. |

From then on; puddling at
The Ridge became big business,
It is usually carried out twice a
day, but this depends on the
number of breakdowns. .

They are the curse of the
miner’s life at Lightning Ridge,
because he has to be his own
‘mechanic. These self-taught
bush mechanics are incredibly
competent, and many visiting
mechanics shake their heads in
amazement.

Puddling dams at The Ridge
have been described as a grave-
yard for cars converted into
puddlers. One wonders what the
posh owners of some V8 vehic-
les would think if they saw how
their *‘pride and joy” had finish-
ed up. ;

Unnecessary parts have been re-
moved, and most of the vehicles
are sunk deep in silt and dust. An

A truck load of opal clay is delivered to the auto-
matic hoist for the puddling process. . . .

i i

i3

.. . @ woman miner pushes dirt through a shute
into the puddler.

He will be off work for sev-
ious injuries.

Rudi, an
miner, was carrying a bucket time.
! ¢ over his arm, while climbing
; m X N down the shaft. The hoist
s P e f»%%:—m’a‘m'. Wil

. .. the tractor operates th puddler. . . .

-

UDDLINC

These pictures tell a simple story . . . it's
a routine day in the life of an opal miner

glittering opal’

Rough ride for Rudi '

LIGHTNING Ridge miner Rudi Hagge narrowly missed
death when he recently plunged 50 feet down a mine shaft.

He does not know how he and some-how climbed the

eral weeks, because of ser- fell; all he can remember is rest of the ladder.

the bottom,
apparently pulling the pull- shaken at the top and was

experienced rope on the hoist at the same taken to the Bush Nursing

crashing to

The bucket started up the
bucket was down the bottom shaft with Rudi dangling from
and the motor on the hoist it. He scrambled out of it at
was running. - about 18-feet from the top,

heartbreaking)

Y’S WORK
LOOK AT

THE RIDGE

aborigine has an old, black
hearse which runs really well, and
its wide running boards make it
easy to get to the front of the veh-
icle to adjust the accelerator,

Cars which fail re-registera-
tion tests are easily converted
into puddlers without any finan-
cial loss.

A shaft runs from the car en-
gine to a shortened heavy-
weight differential. One end is
cut off and the other is shor-
tened, giving a lower gear ratio,
and more power.

A heavy plate is bolted on top
of the axle, and to this is attach-
ed three or four beaters, which
have an action similar to a wash-
ing machine,

On the outside — which re-
mains stationary — there is a %th
or % mesh, depending on the
size of stones to be found in the
area being worked,

A one and a half-in. to two-in.
hose is used to carry the water u
from the puddling dam, and this
flows into the mesh basket. Opal
clay is fed into the basket and,
when. the water also runs into it,
the puddler is set in its revolv-
ing motion, '

Water forced through the mesh
washes away ‘the opal clay., All
that’s left of a full truck load is
only, nobbies, potch and color,
or sundry other stones which
have not broken down and been
washed away.

After a five-ton load, there
would be only about two gallons
of. tailings to sort through. Most
miners take the tailings away for
further sorting, as it is easy to
miss a valuable stone.” \

The Aborigines are expert at

. .. these are the taahgs — all !ht's left ﬁ*m the
load. . . .

specking and, with their keen & n .
. .. the tailings are sorted, and then . . .

eyes, make a living from what
has been missed.

Only a fortnight ago, two
miners from the Canifell area
missed a stone, which was found
by a local fellow who drove a se-
cond-hand car.

This week he drives a new
Holden!

He was found dazed and

Aid, where he was treated by
Sister Wakefield.

The international signal for AT : - ;
Nl iR tiiing eolduniteie e this is the end result which, money-wise,

three loud blasts on the horn @mounts to exactly nothing. But tomorrow they
or three quick rifle shots. iry again.
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Lightning Ridge has celebr
amazing range of attractions.

) Everybody owns a dog in Lightning Ridge.
The new hotel owners objected to the dog
fights and other canine capers, which nobody
else appeared to have noticed.
A sign erected on a shelf read: “No dogs
allowed.”

However, the

But the miners disregarded it,
off the order with the excuse that “the dogs 1
couldn’t read the sign way up there, anyway!”
“dogmatic’* P
have the sign standing on the floor, so there's. ¢
no excuse for dog or owner. :

was the winner.

y

? Lydi, sponsored by
 the Lightning Ridge
) Miners’ Association,
 received a trophy don-
ated by Mrs. Hazel
Foster, a cheque, and a
pendant stone
vided by Mr. Michael
! Sule.

) The stone had been
:cul and polished by
Mr. George Hanson.

shrugging

owners now

e T A T A P TN NI PSPPI e et b

BLACK OPAL HITS

STOP PRESS

SINCE the front-page story about mining per-
mits was compiled, 300 members of the Coo-
ber Pedy Miners’ Union have voted in favor of
sending a deputation to the Woomera rocket
range. !

The union’s executive will make a direct
attempt to seek the right to mine declared opal
fields, free of encumbrances. -

They will ask that security permits be requir-
ed only when they wish to mine outside the de-
clared areas,

[ Well, the
- hose works
any way | e

Lighting Ridge would be one of few places Japan, }_}as blgf’“ bLt!y 3
which boasts a blushing-pink fire engine. 'M& at The Ridge for

years, and there are
It’s nothing like the as that which was not many others from Syd-
smart, red engines seen burnt down, was des- ney and Melbourne.
elsewhere. It’s an ex- troyed by the force of Unlike other opal
Army bomb which is the hose.

I fields, the miners do
always in need of mech- not know when visit-

NEW

Tourists buy
Lightning Ridge stones
from as low as 50¢.
They are called mug-
gies or tourist stones.
The better quality
stones go direct to the
buyers, which means
that the tourists never
see the top grade opal.

An air of secrecy
surrounds a miner with
a good stone; there is al-
ways the Taxation De-
partment to consider,

There are six re-
sident opal buyers at
The Ridge. Numerous
fringe buyers trade
with each other, or
through tourists will-

anical work. Teidy ing buyers will arrive,
_And it is not known C.P. .A'lﬂ'l'lon but the bush telegraph
if it has ever reached & Hire Car slips into action to
the scene of a fire SERVICE pass the word around.

under its own steam.
For instance, when
Huck’s place on The

The locals have their
chance to make the
odd dollar at the hotel

congratulate
the management of

i\'llobby‘s was bubrnirll(g, THE on Saturday morn-

: the engine broke ings. Opals are sold or
par down on the way, and OPAL M|N§RS exchanged at such a.
was towed by tractor WEEK|.¥ rate it would not be un-

tothe fire. on publication of [ usual for one person to

The pumping system its paper. buy and sell the same

does work apparently, stone twice.
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cumdal

THE present price of Lightning Ridge black usual
opal is the highest on record. : !
. The top price received so far is $1500 for a have come to live with.
Glengarry carat sold in America.
But prices vary greatly — from
“whatever you can get for it.”’

—

o R

The original tiara
from the first festival
could not be found,
and there was a last-
minute panic to find
another one. It arrived
just on time and saved
a lot of embarrass-
ment.

The ball continued
into the early hours
without any of the
scuffles that
people of the district

PEAK

There was also an
$1 a carat to Opal Princess section

involving  several
Everybody in the smartly-dressed girls.
town makes a living One woman com-

from opal in one form mented: “To see them

or another; even chil- It’s u

dren trade with the
tourists to buy chip

bottles or opals.
Miners are quick to
If you didn’t drink
before you went to

explain that it is not

easy to buy and sell
Lightning Ridge, you
certainly would once

black opal for a profit.
A sound knowledge of
you got there.
If you were a light

the stone is needed be-
fore  venturing into

drinker, the chances of
becoming an alcoh-

this risky business.
olic, are indeed great.

LIGHTNING
HAS A
LIBRARY
This is the general
feeling at The Ridge,
where nobody appears

Lightning Ridge
will soon have its own
library — and there
will be no shortage of to worry about who
gets drunk and where.
There’s the case of
David and Margaret

books. :
There will be about
talking te Margaret
and John at the hotel

5,000 publications in
one Saturday night.

a garage-type
The two Margarets

building which

Walgett Shire Council
were talking inces-
~ santly, with John pol-

has decided to erect
itely listening. David,

on land adjacent to
the memorial hall.
It will be 24 feet by

14 feet. as “full as the proverb-
The move for the ial boot,” slid off his
library started two chair and under the
years ago, when table.
members of a library He lay there undis-
committee started turbed for two hours
giving books. from before anybody paid
their private him the slightest atten-
collections, tion!

ated its second Opal Festival with an

running about in their

jeans, it's hard to
believe they are the
same girls”,

Judging was extre-
mely close, but the

pro- judges finally decided

on Kim Blackwell,
who was presented
with a trophy, pendant
and cheque.

In addition to the
ball, there was a pop
festival, woolshed
dance, walkathons,
Opal Rush, a fashion

pal Queen, and Mrs. Lydi Pardey, of The Three Mile

It was highlighted by the Opal Queen Ball, at which the festival was opened by Mr. Kelly, MLA.
; There were 12 contestants for the title of 0

il

parade and other
events.

The week-long fes-
tival ended with a pro-
cession of most attrac-
tive floats, and a grand
ball.

Miner John Stott —
who is also a Youth
Club worker and a
hypnotist — led a dedi-
cated committee .
which organised the
festivities, He was the
originator of the fes-
tival.

THE standard of housing

Ridge is improving as

in Lightning -
the town expands.

Each house . is completely different, because

some builders are using

brick. In the-past, homes

had been built mainly from-fibro, and looked little

more than shacks.

The standard of the

house depends whether
the owner has been “‘on
opal or not*’; one chap
got only as far as the
concrete blocks, which
indicates he struck
tough times.

Town blocks are leas-
ed by the Western
Lands Commission.
Applicants must
attend the Lands Court
and prove they are
sufficiently financial
to build a house within

12 months of the lease

being granted.

If the applicant de-
faults, the commiss-
ion takes the land back.

Some people are liv-
ing in converted
trams, which have been
made most comfort-
able, and caravans are
also popular,

The caravan park has
become so congested
with tourists, that
‘‘permanents’”  are
moving into back-
vards of houses, and
even heading into the
bush.

There are several
homes outside the
town area, and most
are picturesque. Shin
cracker, mud, cement
and sand go into the
making of these
homes, and the occup-
iers want for nothing in
comfort.

There is also
number of log cabins.

Most of the out-of-
town residents have to
carry their water from
Lightning Ridge in 44-
gallon drums. Only a
few have their own
water tanks.

a

Electricity is provid-
ed by generators of .12
or 240 volfs. Most re-
frigerators run on gas
or kerosene and some
washing machines are
driven by petrol
motors,

“However, those liv-
ing out of town are
frowned on by Wal-
gett Shire Council, be-
cause they do not pay
rates or taxes.



