
Rena Briand 

Born on the French-German border, Rena Briand migrated to Canada aged 18 

in 1953. After extensive travels throughout the Americas, North Africa and 

Europe, she landed in Saigon in 1964. There, abandoned by her French 

husband, she was destitute until Horst Faas of Associated Press gave her work 

as a photo-journalist. 

 

Romance with an Australian soldier brought her to Melbourne in 1967 where she was hired as a feature writer 

for New Idea.  

 

She compiled her Vietnam experiences in her first documentary: “NO TEARS TO FLOW”, published by Wm. 

Heinemann in 1969. Two years later, her observations on the Coober Pedy Opal Fields produced “WHITE 

MAN IN A HOLE”, which the BBC filmed for “THE WORLD ABOUT US” series.  

 

Her desire to save at least one Vietnamese waif from its misery snowballed into her finding homes for dozens 

of mixed-race orphans in Australia, America and Europe. “THE WAIFS” describes the battles with authorities 

to get the first half dozen children released into Australia. 

 

 

No Tears To Flow: Woman At War  

liked i t 3.00 avg rating — 2 ratings — published 1969 

Want  

 

White Man In A Hole  

reall y li ked it 4.00 avg rating — 1 rating — published 1971 

Incredible as it may seem, names and events in this book are factual - which makes it at 

once an important documentary and excellent entertainment. The almost-legendary Coober 

Pedy opal fields attract and create characters. Situated in the arid peneplain of Stuart 

Ranges, people there live underground to escape flies, dust and extreme temperatures. 

They may live but inches away from the opal they so desperately seek and for which they 

endure considerable hardships. Water is rationed, food expensive, violence and robberies 

are almost a way of life, since Coober Pedy is a well-known haunt for criminals and tribal 

outcasts. Gambling and prostitution thrive. Men disappear mysteriously. Tribal killings baffle 

the authorities. Frank and hard hitting, Rena Briand has made no attempt to cover up her 

observations. Though this book has an expert condensation covering opal and its mining, it 

differs vastly from other works on the subject. Containing glimpses of station life, dingo 

hunting, prospecting in the wilderness and race meetings in the desert, it is a first-class 

portrait of Australian outback. The characteristics which set Coober Pedy apart will not last 

much longer, as the outside world is slowly overtaking it; but with keen perception the author 

has caught those under the spell of opal fever today, and hilarious anecdotes contribute to 

make this an extremely readable and colourful book 
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http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2867980-no-tears-to-flow
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2867980-no-tears-to-flow
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2161429.White_Man_In_A_Hole
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2161429.White_Man_In_A_Hole
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RENA BRIAND BOOK LAUNCH Rena Briand, author of “White Man in a Hole”, with 

Opal Buyer Tony Wong at the Umoona Opal Mine & Museum on Sunday for the launch of 

the second printing of the famous book written about the opal fields during the boom 

years. Many local residents were on hand on Sunday 21 April at 4pm to help Author 

Rena Briand celebrate her tale of our fascinating opal mining town at her latest edition 

book launch of White Man in a Hole, held at Umoona Opal Mine and Museum. Rena’s now 

famous book has been reprinted to include an updated chapter and many additional 

photos. The original version of White Man in a Hole was running so low that Amazon 

sold the last two 1971 paperback copies for $75 each and $150 for the hardcopies. 

Rena was excited to be back in Coober Pedy, her second visit since she lived here over 

thirty years ago. She visited Coober Pedy by chance when chasing up a manuscript a 

friend had borrowed, and found adventure, intrigue and romance. Rena was so taken 

with the town and the lifestyle she decided to write about it. Not straying too far from 

the opal fields, Rena keeps a place at Yowah in Qld. Film-maker Anthony Maris has 

shown interest in making a movie based on the book White Man in a Hole, but Rena said 

that the movie is currently on the backburner but it still prompted her to reprint the 

book.. During her visit here, Rena met many of the Coober Pedy locals and included a 

visit to the RSL where she discussed her own trip to Vietnam with Dave Bowman. 

Monday was spent with the ladies from the Coober Pedy Historical Society where Rena 

was able to tour around a Coober Pedy that had a few more modern conveniences than 

it had in the sixties. Historical Society’s Sue Britt said, “We took Rena and her friend 

Danielle for a drive out to see the “R” on the hill. The tale was confirmed that a 

gentleman who worked for Arthurton Earth Movers hired by John Andrea was 

infatuated with Rena. The same gentleman also built a road up to Rena’s pegged site 

where she kept her caravan.” “Unfortunately Rena said that she can’t remember his 

name now but at the time the two became good friends. She does remember that John 

Andrea had hired the earthmovers as he had been exploring the possibility of building a 

Casino along the Goldworthy runway area.” Sue, Rena and Danielle went off to Tom Cat 

Hill to see if the site where Rena had kept her caravan in 1967 was still visible and 

much to her delight it was. Then it was off to visit with Jenny Gough for some more 

memory lane discussions. 

 

 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/20556352-no-tears-to-flow

