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l HAVE just completed a tour of one
of the most unusual medical prac-
tices in the world with one of the most

remarkable doctors.

This practice
covers an area of
200,000 square miles.
It stretches from
Ceduna on the West
Coast of South Aus-
tralia for 350 miles
to Oodnadatta in the
north, east for 100
miles to Wudinna
and west as far as
Forrest, 352 miles
away in Western
Australia.

A  man-size practice
Yot it s covered by n
otite 27 - year - old
runetie, Dr Merns
Mueller, one of the few
women flying doctors in
Australis

This daughter of an
NSW Lutheran pastor
studied for her degree at
Adelalde University,
workedd at Royal Ade-
lalde Hospital for a year,
and then went to Ceduna
four years ago to work
with the Bush Church
Ald Soclety's Flying
Medical Service.

I travelled with her on
the monthly visit to
Evelyn Downs, 8 sprawl-
l% sheep station some
3 miles north-east of
Coduna, on to Oodna-
datta for the night then
south to the C r Pedy
opal mines where men
atil]l live in cdves and
home to Ceduna

We travelled In the
society’s De Haviliand
Dragon plloted by
veteran Allan Chadwick
and his pupil, Mac Job
Dr. Mueller was mecams-
aned by Sister Florence
Jowling, who bay more
than 22 years' nursing
experience in the outback

Emergency
call

Just before wpg were
gue to take off, doctor
recelved a4 telephone omll
from the sm town of
Penong, 45 milles west,
the Iast town of any size
this side of the Groat
West road

It was an emergency
call from Sister 1. Loane
A station hand bud fullen
from his horse and badly
needed attention It waos
I case typleal of many
such emergency calls re-
celved by the service

We took off and headed
over the sleepy town of
Ceduna, over the urly
opalescent green of Murat
Bay shimmering in the
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says Staff Writer JOHN WEAVER

PART OF THE PRACTICE

Qodnadatta,

A radlway sidmg, an aerodrome, a c¢luster of houses, and a hotel
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Mining

morning sunlight On we
flew. across n pink gyp-
sum lake. on over Clinrra
Station,

yellow

oriss-croseed
in every direction, lookl
like a huge spider we
where they met at the
water tanks, Yo the
south a golden haze of
sand blown up by the
wind hung over the coast,
At Penong, whie Dr
Mueller attended to the
injured stockman, the
two pllots spread their
maps out on the laundry
table M the hospital
They resel thelr course
and drew thin lines on
‘thelr maps from Penong
to Bvelyn Downs "'mf a
broom handle as ‘a ruler

Motorised
stochkmen

Alter half an nour's
astay we were off again

Dr. Mueller had kicked
off her shoes and was in-
lently studying an article
In the Iatest issue of
Nursing Mirror.  Sister
Dowilng was reading the
Medical Journal, Bath
looked as if they might
be sitting in their lounges
at home reading a novel
Instead of fiylne over
South Australin’s color-
ful, sprawling outback

Suddenly the plane
rocked and swaved as we
hit air pockets caused by
the barren hills of
the Stuart Range

Al BEwelyn Downs we
landed on  the graded
srip  of hard stony
Rround and were met by
the wife of one of the
Etation hands She drove
us to the mimple. con-
crete homestead Out-
side It was hot and dusty
but inside the house was

cool

While the pillots haa
lunch, Dr. Mueller saw
Lorraine Holt, seven-
year-old daughter of Dick
Holt, owner of this 830
square mile property on
which about 4000 merinoe
sheep run,

Lorraine  had been
compiaining of stomach
aches. but it was nothing
serious

DOCTOR AND PATIENT

Dy

her rounds

I had hoped Lo see
some lall,  bow-lexxed
stockmen asiride sweal-
ing horses. but instead |
saw (wa men, wearing

helmets disappear
across the strip on »
motor blke. These were
the stockmen, They did
at least wear hizh heel
riding bootsa.

After lunch wec Were
driven back to the plane
about & mile from the
homestesd. and soon we
were on our way o

miles away,

Coober
Pedy

“Oodna” consista of
about 18 houses. an
nerodrome, rallway sid-
ing for the Ghan and
of course, a pub. It has
no mayor, the two police-
men look mfier all the
business muatters of the
town's Jocal administra-
Lo

Instead of & mayor and
Odns  has °

councll "
local community eclub
which arranges Ssports
and entertalnments for
the 86 or so Inhabitants
While I wandered
round the twwn, Dr
Mueller and sister were

busy seeing patients
Many had come o town

Merna Muller, one of Aus-
tralia’y few women flying doctors,
beside the plane that takes her on

from stationa
150 miles away
They saw doctor at the
Ausiralian Inland Mis-
sion hospital run by two
preity nurses, Belh
Pearsons and Beth For-
resl. There were aboeut
15 patients, and both
doctor and sister worked
far Inte the night,
left next morning
ool
Rir
on A

as far ax

Coober Pedy sel
squat  platesy In  the
Stuart Range. looka like
s shell-cratered  battle
field Dark mounds are
sten in the sides of the
low cluster of hillx

These are the homps or
d ta of the In-
habitants.

Doctor consulted In one
of the few buildings above
ground, s small tin shed
near the store.

Small bandgs of
aboriginals mixed with
weather - beaten

small children on their
backs.

One silver-whiskered
old chap atood there
patiently with his daugh-
ter on his bac He wus
Paddy Brown.

“I'm between 0 and %
yvears old" he told me
when I inguired his age

FPaddy Brown, of
watty to see the doctor wunth hu
daughter, Georgine

C rnohr r

Pedy,

perched on
his back.

A local  opal miner
hastened (o assure me
that Paddy wus only
aboul 50 years old.

On the way back to
Ceduns we prssed over
8 herd of brumbles that
frightened by the noise o
the piane in the cutback
siience, gulloped meross
the red ground ahesd of
a cloud of dust

Quite a -
practice

Dr. Mueller did not
even up from the
Bible she way reading.

We reached
acrodrome late that af-
ternoon. We had tra-

Muecller and Bister drove

back to the Ceduns Hos-

tal. I heard Iater they

been called out of

bed o see o patient 20

miles uway st about 11
that night.

And o it goes on. Next
week she would huve %0
#0 to Cook. 220 miles west
m the heart

Flaln, re-
turning through Coorabie
ang Penong.
It's quite n practice for
any doctor



